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The imperative with object pronouns and 


reflexive pronouns 


Object pronouns and reflexive pronouns are attached to the end of the verb in tu, noi, and voi 


forms. 
Scrivila! Write it! 
Scriviamola! Let's write it! 
Scrivetela! Write it! (pl.) 
Svegliati! Wake up! 
Svegliamoci! Let's wake up! 
Svegliatevi! Wake up! (pl.) 
Leggilo! Read it! 
Leggiamolo! Let’s read it! 
Leggetelo! Read it! (pl.) 


Object pronouns and reflexive pronouns come before the verb in the Lei and Loro forms. 


La scriva! Write it! 
La scrivano! Write it! 
Si svegli! Wake up! 
Si sveglino! Wake up! 
Lo legga! Read it! 
Lo leggano! Read it! 


In the negative, object pronouns and reflexive pronouns remain unchanged in the Lei and 
Loro forms but are placed either before the verb or attached to the end of the verb in the informal 


commands. 


Non la scriva! 
Non si svegli! 


But you say: 


Don’t write it! 
Don’t wake up! 


Non la scrivere! or Non scriverla! 
Non ti svegliare! or Non svegliarti! 
Non la scrivete! or Non scrivetela! 
Non vi svegliate! or Non svegliatevi! 


When da, di, fa, sta, and va are followed by an object pronoun (la, le, mi, ti, ci), except for 
gli (to him), the consonant of the pronoun is doubled as follows: dalle (give her), not dale; dille 


(tell her), not dile; fammi (do. . 


. me), not fami; vammi (go . . . me), not vami; but do not double 


the following: dagli, digli, fagli, stagli, vagli. 


Dagli il libro! 

Digli la storia! 

Fagli la cortesia! 

Stagli vicino! 

Vagli a portare il libro! 


Give him the book! 

Tell him the story! 

Do him the courtesy! 

Stay near him! 

Go and bring him the book! 
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With the tu form, the pronoun can be attached or can precede the infinitive. The consonant 
is not doubled. 


Non darmi quel libro! or Non mi dare quel libro! Don’t give me that book! 


Additional ways of using the imperative 
Following are additional rules to help when using the imperative: 
e Infinitives are often used when giving instructions, recipes, notices, etc. 


Scaldare il forno! Preheat the oven! 
Spegnere il motore! Turn off the motor! 


e È vietato + infinitive 


È vietato parcheggiare! Parking is forbidden! 
È vietato entrare! Entering is forbidden! 


e Divieto + a noun 


Divieto di sosta! Stopping not allowed! 
Divieto di sorpasso! No passing! 





Translate the following expressions into Italian. 


— 


. Eat in that restaurant! (tu) 








. Return home early! (tu) 


. Do not dance! (tu) 





. Do not dance! (voi) 





. Let's pack! 








. Be patient! (tu) 


. Be patient! (voi) 





. Eat quickly! (tu) 





Oo oOo N Sq Ho A V N 


. Let's eat quickly! 
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1 


Oo oOo N BD Ul A WV N 






1. Vieni qui! 
2. 
3. 


. Non dire tutto! 
. Non telefonate tardi! 
. Non leggete il giornale! 
. Non essere sgarbato! 


. Non ritornare tardi! 


. Non urliamo! 


. Non scrivere a mia nonna! 


O ON DA UU KR WN 


. Non bevete acqua ghiacciata! 


. Parli piano! 
. Parlate piano! 


. Parlino piano! 


. Dagli i soldi! 


Rewrite the following negative commands in the positive. 

















Non urlare! 

















Rewrite the following sentences in the negative. 


. Parla piano! 











. Stà zitto! 





. Fai il caffè! 


. Fate il caffè! 





. Dammi la mano! 








Change the following sentences from informal to formal commands. 





Scrivi la lezione! 





Credi in te stesso! 
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. Parla poco! 





. Svegliati presto! 





. Finisci la colazione! 





. Lavora di più! 





. Scendi dalle scale! 


oO Oo N OA WN A 


. Dammi quella mela! 










Translate the following sentences into Italian. 


1. You need money. Go to the bank! 





2. You have a headache. Take an aspirin! 





3. You are afraid to travel by plane. Go by train! 





4. It is your mother’s birthday. Buy her a gift! 





5. You walk for ten minutes a day. Walk more! 





6. You eat too late at night. Eat earlier! 





7. You get up late on Saturdays. Get up earlier! 





8. You are tired. Rest! 





9. You are not hungry. Don't eat! 
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Carlo is leaving for a business trip. He needs his wife’s help. Complete the sentences below. 


Wife: (ascoltare) Carlo, non (dimenticare) di prendere il 








passaporto! 
Carlo: Va bene, grazie. 


Wife: Non (dimenticare) le cravatte! 





Carlo: Va bene! Ma adesso (dare) una mano, altrimenti faccio tardi! Per favore 





(tu-mettere) i pantaloni, le camice, e i calzini in valigia! (Preparare) la 





colazione per favore! 


Wife: Va bene, e poi che cosa devo fare? 





Carlo: Mentre io faccio colazione, (tu-chiamare) un tassì. Dopo che io sono 


partito, (tu sedersi), (chiamare) le tue amiche, (bere) il 








caffè con loro e (andare) al cinema! 
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Reflexive verbs 
(verbi riflessivi) 


Reflexive verbs are transitive verbs that express an action reflecting back to the 
subject. The subject and the object are the same. In this unit you will study the 
simple tense reflexive verbs or reflexive verbs made up of only one word and the 
pronoun. (Later in this book you will study the compound reflexive verbs.) 

Many verbs that are reflexive in English are also reflexive in Italian, but not 
all are reflexive in both languages. The infinitive endings of the reflexive verbs are: 
-are, arsi; -ere, -ersi; and -ire, -irsi (the -si means oneself ): alzarsi (to get up), 
sedersi (to sit down), divertirsi (to have fun). As you can see, the final vowel -e of 
the infinitive is dropped from the infinitive of the reflexive verbs. 

Following are some common reflexive verbs (they are not all reflexive in 
English): 


abituarsi to get used to lavarsi to wash 
addormentarsi to fall asleep (oneself) 
alzarsi to get up meravigliarsi to be amazed 
annoiarsi to get bored mettersi to put on, wear 
chiamarsi to be called, mettersi a to begin to 

be named prepararsi to get ready 
divertirsi to have fun presentarsi to introduce 
domandarsi to wonder oneself 
farsi la barba to shave ricordarsi to remember 
fermarsi to stop (oneself) riposarsi to rest 
girarsi to turn around sedersi to sit down 
guardarsi to look at oneself sentirsi to feel 
lamentarsi to complain 


Reflexive verbs are conjugated like the verbs ending in -are, -ere, and -ire. 
The reflexive pronouns must be used when conjugating a verb, unlike the non- 
reflexive verbs that can omit the pronouns. They are: 


mi myself 

ti yourself 

si himself, herself; yourself (form. sing.) 
ci ourselves 

vi yourselves 

si themselves; yourself (form. pl.) 


Following is the complete conjugation of the present simple tense of some reflexive verbs: 





ALZARSI METTERSI DIVERTIRSI 
(to get up) (to put on, wear) (to have fun) 
mi alzo metto diverto 
ti alzi metti diverti 
si alza mette diverte 
ci alziamo mettiamo divertiamo 
vi alzate mettete divertite 
si alzano mettono divertono 


Positioning of reflexive pronouns 


The reflexive pronouns mi, ti, si, ci, vi, and si always precede the indicative form. The endings of 
the verb are not affected by the reflexive pronouns in the simple tenses. 


Io mialzo presto. I get up early. 







Write the correct form of the following reflexive verbs, using the words in parentheses. 


— 


. alzarsi (tu, lei, voi) 





. svegliarsi (Giovanni, noi, loro) 





. addormentarsi (i bambini, io, tu) 





. lavarsi (Carlo, Maria, i nostri cugini) 


. vestirsi (io, tu, loro) 








. riposarsi (Rita, Giovanni, noi) 


. svegliarsi (Edoardo) 





. divertirsi (noi) 





Oo oOo N Sq Uo A WU N 


. vestirsi (loro) 


If the infinitive is preceded by dovere, potere, or volere, the reflexive pronoun may precede 
or be attached to the infinitive. 


Mi voglio svegliare presto. I want to get up early. 
Voglio svegliarmi presto. I want to get up early. 







Translate these sentences into Italian, following both examples shown above. 


1. I have to wake up early. 





2. We have to wake up early. 
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3. You want to have fun with your friends. 





4. He wants to take a shower every morning. 





5. She must comb her hair. 





6. | have to get dressed. 





7. The kids can get up late. 





8. You (pl.) have to wash your hands often. 





9. They cannot fall asleep. 





Reciprocal reflexives 


Reciprocal reflexives express a reciprocal action. More than one person is involved. The phrase 
Pun l’altro a or a vicenda (one another, each other) may be used to clarify the meaning of the re- 


flexive pronoun. 


Here is a list of the most commonly used reciprocal reflexives: 


abbracciarsi to embrace one another (each other) 
amarsi to love one another (each other) 
baciarsi to kiss one another (each other) 
conoscersi to know one another (each other) 
incontrarsi to meet one another (each other) 
innamorarsi to fall in love with each other 
rispettarsi to respect one another (each other) 
rivedersi to see each other again 

salutarsi to greet one another (each other) 
sposarsi to get married to each other 
vedersi to see one another (each other) 
visitarsi to visit one another (each other) 





Complete the following sentences, using the present tense of the verbs in parentheses. 


1. loete 


(vedersi) ogni giorno. 





2. Noi 





(incontrarsi) al cinema. 
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3. Carlo e Maria (sposarsi) il mese prossimo. 
4. | nonni (volersi) bene. 

5. Loro (aiutarsi) sempre. 

6. Voi non (vedersi) spesso. 

7. Tu e Maria non (conoscersi) bene. 

8. lo e Giovanna (visitarsi) ogni settimana. 
9. | miei amici (amarsi) molto. 








Reflexive versus non-reflexive 


Some verbs can be used reflexively and non-reflexively, and their meaning is also different. 


Reflexive Non-Reflexive 
Io mi lavo le mani. Io lavo la macchina. 
I wash my hands. I wash the car. 
Tu ti addormenti al cinema. Tu addormenti la bambina. 
You fall asleep at the movies. You put the baby to sleep. 
Following is a list of verbs that can be used reflexively or non-reflexively. Note their change 
in meaning. 
REFLEXIVE NON-REFLEXIVE 
addormentarsi to fall asleep addormentare to put to sleep 
alzarsi to get up alzare to lift 
chiamarsi to be called chiamare to call 
farsi il bagno to take a bath fare il bagno to give a bath 
lavarsi to get washed lavare to wash 
pettinarsi to comb one’s hair pettinare to comb somebody’s hair 
pulirsi to get cleaned pulire to clean up 
sentirsi to feel sentire to hear, listen 
svegliarsi to wake up svegliare to wake up someone 
vestirsi to get dressed vestire to dress someone 








Complete the following sentences, using reflexive pronouns when required. 














1. lo diverto molto. 

2. Tu chiami Roberto. 
3. Tu chiami i bambini. 
4. Lei lava le mani. 

5. Lui lava la macchina. 





III-3 Reflexive verbs (verbi riflessivi) 271 


6. Noi puliamo la casa. 











7. Noi puliamo. 
8. Loro sentono la musica. 
9. Loro non sentono bene oggi. 








3-5 





Fill in the spaces with the correct form of the reflexive verb. Then translate into English. 


La domenica (alzarsi) sempre tardi. Mi piace molto dormire. Quando 
(alzarsi), faccio la doccia, (vestirsi) e (prepararsi) per uscire e 


andare al parco con il mio cagnolino. Quando ritorno a casa, io e la mia famiglia 


(mettersi) a tavola. Mia madre prepara il pranzo e mio padre (occuparsi) del 
vino. Dopo pranzo vengono i nostri parenti a (visitarsi). Noi (divertirsi) molto 
quando (riunirsi) e stiamo tutti insieme. 


























ESERCIZIO 








Choose the reflexive verbs from the list below and insert them in the sentences in the appropriate 
forms. 








alzarsi ricordarsi incontrarsi riposarsi truccarsi 
lavarsi divertirsi vestirsi farsi 

1. Carlo bene. 

2. Non (tu) dove sono le chiavi della macchina? 
3. lo i capelli tre volte alla settimana. 
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O ON AO U sa 


Loro 





. Se sei stanca, 


. lo e Carlo 


quando vengono a casa nostra. 





davanti alla stazione. 





. La tua amica 


. Mio marito 


troppo. 








. La domenica 


molto tardi. 





la barba tutte le mattine. 
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The future tense 
(futuro semplice) 


In English as well as in Italian, the future tense is used to express an action that 
will take place in the future, regardless of whether it is in the near future or dis- 
tant future. 

The future tense in Italian consists of a single verb, while in English two dif- 
ferent words can be used: the auxiliaries shall or will, and the infinitive of the verb. 
The future tense of regular verbs in Italian is formed by putting the future endings 
on the infinitive of the verb without the final -e-. In the first conjugation (-are 
verbs), the -a- of the infinitive ending changes to -e- in the future tense. The end- 
ings for the -are, -ere, and -ire verbs are: -ò, -ai, -à, -emo, -ete, and -anno. 


parlare scrivere sentire 
Parlerò. Scriverò. Sentirò. 
I will speak. I will write. I will hear. 


Below is the complete conjugation of the future of the -are, -ere, and -ire 
verbs. 





PARLARE SCRIVERE SENTIRE 
io parlerò scriverò sentirò 
tu parlerai scriverai sentirai 
lui/lei parlerà scriverà sentirà 
noi parleremo scriveremo sentiremo 
voi parlerete scriverete sentirete 
loro parleranno scriveranno sentiranno 





Note: The first- and the third-person singular have an accent on the end- 
ing. This means that the last syllable needs to be stressed. 

The verbs that add -isc, such as finire (to finish), preferire (to prefer), and 
pulire (to clean), in the present tense form the future like any other regular 
verb. 





Write the future tense of the verbs in parentheses in the correct forms. 












































1. La campana (suonare) a mezzogiorno. 
2. Oggi noi non (guardare) la televisione. 
3. lo (studiare) la lezione. 
4. Domani tu (portare) il computer a scuola. 
5. Il mese prossimo mio padre (comprare) una macchina nuova. 
6. Maria (ascoltare) la radio. 
7. lo (leggere) il giornale. 
8. A che ora (arrivare) il treno da Roma? 
9. Dove (voi-dormire) questa notte? 
10. Con chi (voi-pranzare) oggi? 
11. Noi (finire) tutto il pane. 
12. Voi (prendere) una tazza di caffè. 
13. Con chi (loro-parlare) l'italiano? 
14. lo non (cantare) in chiesa. 








Translate the following sentences into Italian. 


. Tomorrow | will receive the book. 


_ 





. We will dine in a good restaurant. 


. | will answer your letter next week. 





. At what time will you arrive? 





. At what time will you leave? 





. You will sell the house. 





. You will not sell the house. 


. How many people will you invite? 





. | will invite only my friends. 





O Oo ON Si Ul A WW N 


— 


. | will visit many cities. 
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6. voi abbiate detto niente, hanno scoperto il modo di aprire la porta. 
(though) 





7. loro venissero, abbiamo pulito la casa. (before) 








8. Abbiamo chiuso la porta nessuno senta quel che diciamo. (so that) 





The subjunctive is used after impersonal expressions. These expressions appear only in the 
third person singular, and they are formed by using the verb essere + an adverb: 


essere + adverb + che + subjunctive + object 


È impossibile che tu abbia finito il tuo It is impossible that you finished your work. 
lavoro. 

È bene/male che It is good/bad that È necessario che It is necessary that 

È giusto che It is fair that È opportuno che It is convenient that 

È impossibile che It is impossible that È possibile che It is possible that 

È meglio che It is better that È utile/inutile che It is useful/useless that 

È meglio che voi aspettiate l’autobus. It is better that you wait for the bus. 

È necessario che lui vada dal dottore. It is necessary that he go to the doctor. 


È giusto che lo paghino per il suo lavoro. It is right that they pay him for his work. 


The subjunctive is also used with verbs that express necessity. The verbs in this instance are 
always used in the third person singular. 


avere bisogno to need convenire to be worth 

bastare to be enough occorrere to need 

bisognare to be necessary valere la pena to be worth 

Bisogna che voi andiate dal calzolaio. It is necessary that you go to the shoemaker. 

Occorre che lei parli con il padrone. It is necessary that she speak with the 
landlord. 

Vale la pena che tu compri una macchina It is worth it for you to buy a used car. 

usata. 





Complete the following sentences with the appropriate forms of the subjunctive, using the 
verbs in parentheses. 

















1. È impossibile che voi a ballare bene. (imparare) 

2. Era impossibile che tu a ballare bene. (imparare) 

3. È meglio che voi lontano da me. (stare) 

4. Sarebbe stato meglio che lei lontano da lui. (stare) 

5. È bene che noi le istruzioni prima di cominciare. (ascoltare) 
6. Non è giusto che il professore mi un brutto voto. (dare) 
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7. Bisogna che tu tua sorella. (chiamare) 








8. È necessario che lui a letto la bambina. (mettere) 





The subjunctive is used after verbs that express a command, a wish, hope, fear, permission, 
emotion, doubt, expectation, or uncertainty. 


aspettare to wait desiderare to wish 

aspettarsi to expect dubitare to doubt 

augurarsi to wish essere contento to be happy 

avere paura to be afraid ordinare to order 

consentire to allow sperare to hope 

credere to believe temere to fear 

Ci auguriamo che tutto vada bene. We hope that everything goes well. 
Spero che voi mi telefoniate. I hope that you will call me. 

Desidero che tu rimanga da me. I wish that you would stay at my house. 





Complete the following sentences with the appropriate forms of the subjunctive. 





1. Bisogna che 


. Spero che 





. Tutti pensano che 





. Temiamo che 





. Ho paura che 





. Mi auguro che 





. Aspetto che 





o N ODO aù A W N 


. Sono contenti che 





Subjunctive after the conjunction se 


The subjunctive is used after the conjunction se (if) ifthe clause that follows expresses a condition 
that cannot be true or if it refers to something that is impossible to realize. The example sentences 
shown below are the same in meaning, except the first expresses a wish that cannot be realized in 
the present, while the second expresses the same wish that could not be realized in the past. 

se + imperfect subjunctive + present conditional 


Se potessi viaggerei con te. If I could, I would travel with you. 


se + pluperfect subjunctive + past conditional 


Se avessi potuto avrei viaggiato con te. If I had been able, I would have traveled 
with you. 
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Se avessi i soldi, comprerei una casa in If I had the money, I would buy a home in 


Italia. Italy. 
Se me l’avessi detto, ti avrei aspettato. If you had told me, I would have waited for 
you. 


When the condition being expressed is a known fact, the se clause is followed by a tense in 
the indicative instead of the subjunctive. 


Se studi, impari. If you study, you will learn. 
Se hai sete, bevi l’acqua. If you are thirsty, drink water. 


Subjunctive in relative clauses 


The subjunctive is used in relative clauses introduced by negatives such as niente, nessuno, or 
dv 
non c'è. 


Non cé niente che mi sorprenda. There is nothing that will surprise me. 
Non trovo nessuno che mi possa aiutare. I cannot find anybody who can help me. 


It is also used with a relative clause introduced by an adjective or a superlative such as primo, 
supremo, ultimo, or unico. 


Luisa è l’unica amica che mi abbia scritto. Luisa is the only friend who wrote to me. 
Tu sei la persona più gentile che io conosca. You are the kindest person (whom) I know. 


The indefinite expressions uno, una, qualcuno, and qualcosa can be used with the 


subjunctive. 
Cerco uno che sappia l’inglese. I am looking for someone who knows English. 
Hai qualcosa che mi faccia passare il mal Do you have anything that will help get rid 
di testa? of my headache? 






Complete the following sentences with the appropriate forms of the subjunctive, using the 
verbs in parentheses. 


, sarei venuto. (potere) 


























2. Semi , sarei venuta ad aiutarti. (chiamare) 

3. Se i soldi, comprerei una macchina a mio figlio. (avere) 

4. Se i soldi, avrei comprato una macchina a mio figlio. (avere) 
5. Se voi , imparereste. (studiare) 

6. Se loro , avebbero imparato. (studiare) 

7. Non credo ci sia nessuno che l'arabo. (parlare) 

8. Non c'è niente che mi . (piacere) 
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PROBLEM SOLVER 


Introduction to Part V 


In this final part, you will learn how to become more aware of when and why 
errors occur. As your awareness increases, you will begin to identify gaps and 
errors and gradually build language proficiency and accuracy. 

Each chapter is dedicated to a particular grammatical topic. The exercises 
have been designed to keep you focused and interested as you tackle and over- 
come each problem. 


495 


This page intentionally left blank 


Nouns, gender, 
and number 





The English language distinguishes biological gender in humans and animals, but 
these words are not marked in any way for gender. For example, woman and man, 
sister and brother are different genders, but the final -n and -r are common to 
both. There are a few remnants of gender markers in English, such as -or for mas- 
culine nouns (actor) and -ess for feminine nouns (actress), but these endings are 
slowly becoming obsolete. 

In Italian, the last letter of nouns and adjectives indicates gender (masculine 
and feminine) and number (singular and plural). Nouns ending in -o are gener- 
ally masculine singular, and nouns ending in -a are feminine singular. To form 
the plural, the final -o changes to an -i in the masculine form, and the final -a 
changes to an -e in the feminine form. 





MASCULINE NOUNS FEMININE NOUNS 
zio — zii zia — zie 
fratello — fratelli sorella — sorelle 
nonno — nonni nonna — nonne 
gatto — gatti donna — donne 





These nouns all refer to animate beings of the masculine and feminine gen- 
ders. But nouns that refer to inanimate things or ideas also have gender in Italian, 
and this gender has nothing at all to do with biological gender. In fact, the gender 
of some nouns varies within romance languages. The words for sea and flower, for 
example, are masculine in Italian (il mare, il fiore) but feminine in French. 


Categories of masculine and feminine words 


There are some categories of words that tend to be masculine. 


+ Trees 
il melo l’arancio il pero 
apple tree orange tree pear tree 
Exceptions: 
la quercia la palma 
oak tree palm tree 


+ Metals, minerals, and elements 


loro l'argento l'ossigeno 
gold silver oxygen 
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+ Mountains, seas, rivers, and lakes 


il Monte Bianco Arno il Mediterraneo 
Mont Blanc Arno river Mediterranean sea 


The following categories are generally feminine. 


+ Fruits 
la mela l’arancia la pera 
apple orange pear 

Exceptions: 

il limone il fico il pompelmo 
lemon fig grapefruit 

+ Arts and sciences 
la fisica la chimica la matematica la musica 
physics chemistry mathematics music 


Continents, countries, regions, and cities 
l Europa l’Italia la Toscana la Roma antica 
Europe Italy Tuscany ancient Rome 
Most nouns ending in -tà and -tù are feminine. 
l’età la città l’università la gioventù 
age city university youth 
Those ending in -i, -ione, -ice, -ie, and -ine and are generally feminine. 
la stazione la scrittrice laspecie l’origine 
station writer species origin 
Nouns ending in -i in the singular (usually cognates of Greek origin that end in -is in 
English) are feminine and do not change spelling in the plural. 
l’analisi la crisi la tesi la metropoli la diagnosi 


analysis crisis thesis metropolis diagnosis 


Nouns that have been abbreviated keep the gender of the original. 


la foto from la fotografia 

la bici from la bicicletta 
ilcinema from il cinematografo 

la moto from la motocicletta 

la radio from la radiotrasmittente 


Nouns of foreign origin ending in consonants are generally masculine. 


lo sport il bar il tennis il computer 


Many words of Greek origin ending in -a are masculine. 


il problema il sistema il melodramma il poema 
problem system melodrama poem 
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Nouns ending in -e can be either masculine or feminine, but those ending in -one, -ore, 
-ale, and -ile are generally masculine (except for automobile). 


il sapone ilcolore ilgiornale il campanile 
soap color newspaper bell tower 


Nota bene 
Many nouns from Greek or Latin have similar stems in English and are called cognates. 
Recognizing cognates will increase your vocabulary by hundreds of words! With a little 
practice you can recognize them instantly and use them to form other related words. For 
example, most English nouns ending in -tion are cognates and are feminine. 


nazione situazione illustrazione 
nation situation illustration 


Other cognates include words in Italian ending in -or or -er, which are usually 


masculine. 
dottore trattore attore promotore 
doctor tractor actor promotor 







Provide the definite article for each of the following singular nouns. 


n 


giornale 
lezione 
sport 
solitudine 
stazione 
dilemma 
frigo 
portale 


crisi 


o 0 sN © U e WON 


— 


virtu 


Masculine and feminine suffixes 


Some nouns that refer to humans and animals change gender simply by changing the endings -o 
or -e to an -a: -e / -ore — -ice / -essa. Others, however, add a suffix, as shown in the table on the 
next page. Notice how the nouns that have a double tt in the masculine favor the suffix -rice in 
the feminine. 
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MASCULINE FEMININE 

principe principessa prince/princess 
professore professoressa professor 
studente studentessa student 
scrittore scrittrice writer 
direttore direttrice director 

attore attrice actor/actress 





Some nouns have slightly different masculine and feminine forms. 


dio god dea 

re king regina 
cane dog cagna 

gallo rooster gallina 


Other nouns have different roots. 


padre father madre 
fratello brother sorella 
marito husband moglie 
genero son-in-law nuora 
maschio male femmina 
uomo man donna 


goddess 
queen 
female dog 
hen 


mother 

sister 

wife 
daughter-in-law 
female 

woman 


Finally, there is a group of nouns that has only one form for both masculine and feminine. 
The gender for these nouns will be marked only by an article, adjective, or context. 


+ -e 


il nipote 
il parente 


+ -ista 


il pianista 
l’artista 
il socialista 


il collega 
l’atleta 
il maratoneta 


la nipote 
la parente 


la pianista 
l’artista 
la socialista 


la collega 
l’atleta 
la maratoneta 


nephew / niece, grandson / granddaughter 
relative 


pianist 
artist 
socialist 


colleague 
athlete 
roadrunner 


+ -ante or -ente (These nouns are generally derived from verbs.) 


il cantante 
l'amante 
l’insegnante 
il presidente 
il dirigente 


la cantante 
l'amante 
l'insegnante 
la presidente 
la dirigente 


singer 
lover 
teacher 
president 
executive 


The following sentences are examples of how a noun’s gender is revealed at the end of the 
sentence by the adjective. To reduce ambiguity, native speakers may include a proper name or a 
relative clause that will clarify the gender earlier on in the sentence. 


L'insegnante di matematica è simpatica. The math teacher is nice. 
L'insegnante di storia è altissimo. 
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The history teacher is very tall. 


Nota bene 


As we have seen, nouns that refer to living things often change their endings from -o to -a 
to indicate gender. Watch out for nouns that seem to have a masculine and feminine form 
but are actually unrelated words of totally different meaning. Associating these words with 
an adjective may help you connect gender with meaning; for example, la porta aperta vs. il 
porto marino. 


il caso case la casa house 

il colpo hit lacolpa fault 

il filo thread la fila line, cue 

il modo way lamoda fashion 

loro gold Pora hour 

il porto seaport laporta door 
Professions 


Although many professions are open to all genders, some professions still lack a feminine 
form. In these cases, the article is masculine and the gender can be understood from the con- 
text: il soprano Maria Callas, il ministro Rosy Bindi. As more and more female ministers, 
lawyers, architects, and engineers emerge, these words gain a feminine form, and it is not so 
uncommon to see written or to hear la ministra, l’avvocatessa, or l’architetta. In prescrip- 
tive grammar, there is a preference for the following nouns to remain masculine, regardless 


of gender. 
l'avvocato lawyer il soprano soprano 
il medico physician il mezzosoprano mezzo-soprano 
l'ingegnere engineer il contralto alto 
Parchitetto architect il maestro teacher 


In professions ending in -ente, which are derived from verbs, the article changes according 
to the gender. 


il/la presidente the president 
il/la conoscente the acquaintance 
il/la sovrintendente the superintendent 





Indicate the missing nouns. 

















MASCULINE FEMININE 
signore 

dottoressa 
padre 

professoressa 
studente 

scrittrice 
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nipote 





sorella 





uomo 








Add the definite article to the following words, and then match them with their English 
equivalents. 


1, gallina a. row 

2 porto b. engineer 

3. casa c. hen 

4. nipote d. nephew/niece 
5 filo e. port 

6. colpa f. home 

7. ingegnere g. fashion 

8. moda h. thread 

9. fila i. fault 

10. medico j. physician 





Change the gender of the following articles and nouns. Attenzione! Some nouns are 
invariable. 


n 


. la nipote 





. la scrittrice 





. il presidente 





. la collega 





l'uomo 





. la moglie 





. la dottoressa 


. il dio 








. la nuora 
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. l'insegnante 
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Number: Singular or plural 


Nouns in Italian change their final letters to indicate number (singular or plural). Most nouns 
follow this simple formula: 


Masculine nouns ending in -o — -i 
ragazzo — ragazzi 
Feminine nouns ending in -a — -e 


ragazza — ragazze 


+ All nouns ending in -e (regardless of gender) — -i 


(m.) signore — signori 
(f.) nipote — nipoti 


Some nouns are invariable: 


Nouns that end in a consonant (usually foreign words) 
+ Monosyllables (il re — i re) 


Feminine nouns ending in -i (la tesi — le tesi) 
Feminine nouns ending in -ie (la serie — le serie) 
Nouns ending in an accented vowel (il caffè — i caffè, la città — le città) 


Nouns that end -o or -e form the plural by changing the -o or -e to an -i, regardless of gender. 
When two -i’s result, one is dropped unless it is accented. 


padre — padri madre — madri moglie — mogli zio — zii 
Feminine nouns that end in -a form the plural by changing the -a to an -e. 
donna — donne mamma — mamme 


However, feminine nouns ending in -ca or -ga add an h in the plural to maintain the hard c 
or g sound. (See c and g sounds in Chapter 1.) 


amica — amiche 


biologa — biologhe 


Feminine nouns ending in -ccia and -ggia with an unaccented i drop the i in the plural, as 
it is no longer needed to soften the c or g. 


focaccia — focacce pioggia — piogge 
However, if the -cia or -gia ending is preceded by a vowel, the softening i is retained. 
camicia — camicie valigia — valigie 


Masculine nouns ending in -co or -go (with very few exceptions) add an h to keep the hard 
c or g sound in the plural. 


lago — laghi albergo — alberghi parco + parchi affresco — affreschi 
Exception: 


amico — amici greco — greci 
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10. preferire il cappuccino 








Modals and auxiliaries 
In standard Italian, modal verbs take the auxiliary of the verb that follows the modal. 


Main verb takes avere — Hai dovuto lavorare fino a tardi? 
Did you have to work until late? 


Main verb takes essere — Sei dovuto rimanere fino a tardi? 
Did you have to stay late? 


In everyday speech, however, this rule is often disregarded. This is another example of how pre- 
scriptive grammar, where rules are prescribed by grammarians, does not always match descriptive 
grammar, where rules are based on forms that speakers actually use. 


Descriptive grammar — Hai dovuto rimanere fino a tardi? Did you have to stay late? 


Nota bene 


The written language tends to be more conservative and does not always reflect the changes 
that occur in the spoken language. In academic or literary speech, prescriptive forms are 
preferred and should be used whenever there is any doubt. 


More on modals 


A modal verb followed by a reflexive verb takes essere as the auxiliary when the pronoun 
precedes the modal, as in the following example: 


Si sono dovuti salutare alla stazione. 
They had to say good-bye at the station. 


But it takes avere when the pronoun is attached to the infinitive: 


Hanno dovuto salutarsi alla stazione. 
They had to say good-bye at the station. 


Transitive verbs 


If a verb can be used with an object, it generally uses the auxiliary avere in compound tenses. The 
verb bere (to drink) is an example of a transitive verb. The object in this case answers the question 
What do you drink? The direct object acqua answers that question. 


Bevo l’acqua. I drink the water. 

Ho bevuto l’acqua. I drank the water. 

Avevo bevuto l’acqua. I had drunk the water. 

Avrei bevuto l’acqua. I would have drunk the water. 
Avrò bevuto l’acqua. I will have drunk the water. 
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Intransitive verbs 


If a verb cannot be used with an object, then it generally takes essere as the auxiliary in all com- 
pound tenses, with the last letter of the participle changing to agree in gender and number with 
the subject. The following sentences in the passato prossimo (present perfect) illustrate the agree- 
ment of the participle with the subject. 


Sono andato. (masculine singular) 
I went. 


Sono andata. (feminine singular) 
I went. 


Siamo andati. (masculine plural) 
We went. 


Siamo andate. (feminine plural) 
We went. 


Vado a casa. 
I am going home. 


Sono andato/andata a casa. 
I went home. 


Ero andato/andata a casa. 
I had gone home. 


Saremmo andati/andate a casa. 
We would have gone home. 


Saranno andati/andate a casa. 
They will have gone home. 


Idioms with the present perfect 


When asking how something went and there is no inherent subject in the sentence, the par- 
ticiple generally has a feminine ending. If there is a subject, then the regular agreement 


occurs. 
Com'è andata? How did it go? 
Com'è andato il viaggio? How did the trip go? 


essere as an auxiliary verb 


The auxiliary essere requires agreement of the participle in gender and number with the subject. 
It is used: 


+ With compound forms of essere 


È stato un malinteso. Isabella sara stata qui un'ora fa. 
It was a misunderstanding. Isabella must have been here an hour ago. 


+ With reflexive and pronominal verbs (verbs that are preceded by a pronoun) 


Misono svegliato. Ci siamo ricordati. 
I woke up. We remembered. 
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+ With most intransitive verbs 


Siamo partiti presto. È uscito poco fa. 
We left early. He went out a while ago. 


+ With the passive voice 


` 


E stato costruito in tre anni. I ragazzi sono stati invitati. 
It was built in three years. The kids were invited. 





Create two sentences using the presente and the passato prossimo of the given verbs, 
following the model. All the following verbs take essere, so be careful to make the 
agreement. 

ESEMPIO Maria / andare 


Oggi Maria va a scuola. 





Anche ieri è andata a scuola. 





1. Antonio (tornare) tardi 








2. Amelia (svegliarsi) presto 








3. Tu e Amedeo (partire) per Napoli 








4. Paola e Francesca (andare) a scuola 








5. Voi (uscire) alle 7.30 








6. lo e i miei amici (andare) al cinema 








N 


. | ragazzi (restare) a casa 
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8. Paola (passare) a casa mia 








9. Guglielmo non (tornare) a New York 








10. Regina (partire) con Sandro 













5-6 


Change the following sentences from the presente to the passato prossimo, 
remembering the agreement for the intransitive verbs. 


1. Anna deve andare a New York. 





2. Puoi telefonare a Marco? 





3. Amelia vuole venire a casa. 





4. | ragazzi possono tornare. 





5. Devo lavorare fino a tardi. 





6. Vogliono andare al mare. 





7. Non posso venire a cena. 





8. Te e Anna dovete leggere questo libro. 
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Verbs that can take either essere or avere 


Some verbs can function as either transitive or intransitive verbs, and their auxiliary changes ac- 
cordingly. These include: cominciare, finire, cambiare, passare. If the subject is a person and 
takes an object, the verb is transitive and takes avere. If the subject is a thing or cannot take an 
object, then it is intransitive and takes essere. Notice that in the left column, there are no objects, 
while on the right, the verbs are followed by a direct object. 





INTRANSITIVE TRANSITIVE 
Il film è cominciato tardi. Susanna ha cominciato il libro ieri. 
The film started late. Susanna started the book yesterday. 
L'inverno è passato. Gaia ha passato l’estate in Grecia. 
Winter has passed. Gaia passed the summer in Greece. 
Lo stile di Armani non è cambiato. Susanna ha cambiato l’abito. 
Armani’s style has not changed. Susanna changed her dress. 
L'acqua bolle! Ho bollito le uova per tre minuti. 
The water is boiling! I boiled the eggs for three minutes. 
Il tempo è cambiato. Marco ha cambiato lavoro. 
The weather has changed. He changed jobs. 
Il film è finito a mezzanotte. Ho finito il libro ieri sera. 
The film ended at midnight. I finished the book yesterday. 

Nota bene 

Verbs related to the weather can take either essere or avere. 

Ieri ha piovuto. Ieri è piovuto. 
Yesterday it rained. Yesterday it rained. 







Decide whether the following sentences are transitive or intransitive and change them to the 
passato prossimo, using either avere or essere. 


1. L'opera finisce tardi. 





2. Maria comincia il lavoro. 





3. La situazione cambia. 





4. Marco passa davanti a casa mia. 





5. Lucia e Bob ritornano sabato. 
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6. Riporto il libro in biblioteca. 





7. Il tempo cambia in autunno. 





8. La musica finisce. 





9. Il presidente comincia il suo discorso. 





10. Passiamo l'estate in Italia. 





Irregular participles 


Most -are verbs have regular participles, but some -ere and -ire verbs change the stem slightly in 
forming the participle. The best way to learn these irregular forms is to look closely at the patterns 
and to use them in writing and speaking. They have been divided according to their conjugation 
and pattern similarities. Try to identify in what way they are irregular and why they are grouped 
the way they are. 


care 


fare — fatto 
dare — dato 
stare — stato 


-ere (remember that most -ere verbs are stressed on the third-to-last syllable) 





accendere + acceso 
offendere — offeso 
chiudere + chiuso 
decidere — deciso 
dividere — diviso 
prendere — preso 
scendere* — sceso 
bere — bevuto 
chiedere — chiesto 
rimanere** — rimasto 
rispondere — risposto 
vedere — visto 
essere** — stato 
nascere** — nato 
correre* — corso 
perdere — perso 





*Verbs that take essere or avere 
Verbs that take essere 
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leggere — letto 
rompere — rotto 
scrivere — scritto 
mettere — messo 
vivere* — vissuto 
succedere** — successo 
spegnere — spento 
vincere — vinto 





-ire 





aprire — aperto 
offrire — offerto 

dire — detto 
morire** — morto 
venire** — venuto 
tradurre — tradotto 
produrre — prodotto 








*Verbs that take essere or avere 
**Verbs that take essere 







Create ten sentences about yourself, using only irregular participles. If your experiences 


do not include some verbs, use them in a negative sentence. Be careful to use the correct 
auxiliary! 


ESEMPIO Sono nata a Roma. 





Ho visto Parigi, Vienna e Budapest. 





Ho letto un libro di Michela Murgia. 





— 


























©: 30) Go ON OY Oe I oN 


—= 
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Imperfect and 
past perfect tenses 


In this chapter, we will look at the imperfect tense, which is used frequently in 
Italian but does not have a corresponding tense in English, and the past perfect, 
which does exist in English. In English, the imperfect is usually expressed with 
would + main verb and indicates a repeated or customary action. 


After school, I would go to the café to meet my friends. (This action occurred 
frequently.) 


Nota bene 
In English, the imperfect is easily confused with the conditional. Notice the 
difference in meaning between the above sentence and the following one, 
even though the verb tense seems to be identical: 


I would go to the café ifI had the money. (This action has not occurred and 
is dependent on a condition. In Italian, the conditional tense would be 
used.) 


The past perfect, or trapassato prossimo, is used to express an action in the 
past that took place before another action in the past, and therefore clarifies the 
order in which these actions occurred. This tense exists in English but is not often 
used in everyday speech. 


The imperfect (l’imperfetto) 


Learning the different forms of the imperfect (l’imperfetto) is not difficult, since 
it is a tense that has few irregular forms. Since English does not have a tense for 
recurring or continuous actions in the past, it can prove challenging to know how 
and when to use it. While other past-tense forms are used to describe completed 
events, the imperfetto tends to describe how things were or used to be. Let us look 
at some examples illustrating when this tense is used. 

In the first example, a recurring event is being described, and the use of the 
imperfect is accompanied by the phrase “in the summer.” We do not know how 
many times this event occurred; the imperfetto indicates it was not a single event 
but a recurring event in the summertime. If “in the summer” were omitted, the 
imperfetto alone would be enough to express that this was not one isolated event 
but one that recurred many times. 


D'estate andavamo al mare. In the summer we would go to the beach. 
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The imperfetto is also used to describe an ongoing event that was occurring when another 
single event occurred. In this sentence, the act of studying can be imagined as a continuous line 
(imperfetto), while Jim’s call, in the present perfect (passato prossimo), is represented by the 
slash that interrupts the continuous line. The act of studying may have continued before and 
after the phone call. 


Mentre studiavo (continuous) Jim ha preparato la cena. (completed event) 
While I was studying Jim prepared dinner. 


/ 





However, with both verbs in the imperfetto, the actions are simultaneous but incomplete 
and can be depicted as two parallel lines. 


Mentre studiavo (continuous) Jim ascoltava la musica. (continuous) 
While I studied Jim listened to music. 








The imperfetto is also used with: 
+ References to the time of day, the weather, and age in the past 


Erano solo le 5.30 di mattina e faceva già caldo. 
It was only 5:30 in the morning and it was already hot. 


+ Descriptions of physical and psychological states of being 


Anna era una bambina molto vivace. 
Anna was a very active child. 


Avevamo paura delle grandi stanze buie. 
We were afraid of the large dark rooms. 


The following words and phrases tend to trigger the imperfetto: 


da piccolo asa child 

di solito usually 

sempre always 

generalmente generally 

ogni giorno, estate every day, summer, etc. 
mentre while 


Other words tend to trigger the passato prossimo because they imply a completed event: 


un giorno one day 
una volta once 
dieci anni fa ten years ago 


Forms of the imperfetto 


The imperfetto suffix is formed by the first letter of the infinitive ending (-are, -ere, or -ire) followed 
by the imperfetto suffixes, which, after that first vowel, are the same for all three conjugations. 
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AMARE LEGGERE CAPIRE 





amavo amavamo leggevo —leggevamo capivo capivamo 
amavi amavate leggevi _leggevate capivi capivate 
amava amavano leggeva —leggevano capiva —capivano 





Most verbs are regular in the imperfetto—the few irregular verbs have the same stem as their 
irregular present tense, which then combines with the regular imperfetto suffixes as shown earlier. 


INFINITIVE PRESENT ROOT IMPERFECT FIRST PERSON 





bere bevo bevevo 
dire dico dicevo 
fare faccio facevo (Note: only one c) 





The imperfetto form of avere is regular, but essere is irregular, as shown here. Notice how 
each form begins with er and that the suffix endings are similar but not the same as the -are con- 
jugation. Take care to memorize this auxiliary verb correctly. The most common problem gener- 
ally occurs with the forms that have no v. 


ero eravamo 
eri eravate 
era erano 


Nota bene 


Besides those previously described, there are several other uses of the imperfetto, such as 
after ho visto or ho sentito with a relative clause. 


Ho sentito un programma che parlava di economia. 
I heard a program that talked about economics. 


Ho visto gli studenti che studiavano per l’esame. 
I saw the students who were studying for the exam. 


The imperfetto is also used to ask questions politely. 


Volevo farLe una domanda. 
I wanted to ask you (formal) a question. 


Ti telefonavo per chiederti un favore. 
I was calling to ask you a favor. 


Mi domandavo se ... 
I was wondering if. . . 


Imperfect or present perfect? 


The use of the imperfect or the present perfect often depends on the nuances and meaning a 
speaker wants to express. Both of the following sentences are correct, but the different tenses 
convey a slightly different meaning. 


Sapevo che Marco non era felice. Ho saputo che Marco non era felice 
I knew Marco wasn't happy. I found out that Marco wasn't happy. 


544 PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Complete Italian All-in-One 







Change the following verbs from the presente into the imperfetto. 


ESEMPIO parla parlava 


Ssi 


. diciamo 





. bevete 





. fanno 





sei 





. faccio 





. prende 





. vieni 





IX 


ce 





. andiamo 





2 
3 
4. 
5 
6 
7 
8. 
9 
0 


. (loro) sono 


— 










Complete the sentences with the imperfetto or the passato prossimo of the given verb. 





























1. Da piccola io (essere) molto timida. 

2. Noi (avere) un cane per molti anni. 

3. (fare) sempre caldo d'estate. 

4. Di solito mia nonna (andare) al mare. 

5. Nell'estate del 2006 (io) (vedere) la Tour Eiffel. 

6. La casa (sembrare) disabitata. 

7. Charlie Chaplin (fare) molti film. 

8. Mio padre (dire) sempre quello che 
(pensare). 





The past perfect (il trapassato prossimo) 


The past perfect (trapassato prossimo) tense is used for activities that occurred before another 
activity in the past. This compound tense combines the auxiliary avere or essere in the imperfect 
tense with the past participle of the verb. Adverbs of frequency, such as ancora (yet), già (already), 
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and sempre (always), are often used with this tense and are placed between the auxiliary and the 
participle. 
Transitive verbs combine the auxiliary avere in the imperfetto + the past participle. 


A otto anni non avevo ancora imparato a nuotare. 
At eight I had not yet learned how to swim. 


Intransitive verbs combine the auxiliary essere in the imperfetto + the past participle of 
the verb. 


Quando sono arrivata alla stazione di Milano, il treno per Como era già partito. 
When I arrived at the Milan station, the train for Como had already left. 







Change the following verbs from the presente to the trapassato prossimo. 


ESEMPIO arrivano erano arrivati 





= 


. partono 





. mangiate 





. ritorna 





sei 





va 








. prendete 


. dice 





. chiediamo 





. mettono 





O 0 0 N AQ U sa WN 


. studio 


— 
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Future and future 
perfect tenses 


The future tense (il futuro) is used for actions that will take place in the future or 
may be taking place in the present (future of probability). 


-ARE -ERE -IRE 

parlerò spenderò dormirò 
parlerai spenderai dormirai 
parlerà spenderà dormirà 
parleremo spenderemo dormiremo 
parlerete spenderete dormirete 


parleranno spenderanno dormiranno 





Notice that the -are verbs change the -a of the infinitive to an -e, and that the 
suffixes are the same for all types of regular verbs. The first and third person sin- 
gular is written with an accent on the final syllable in each conjugation. 

The following words are commonly used with the futuro. 


domani tomorrow 
dopodomani the day after tomorrow 
presto soon 

la settimana prossima next week 

il mese / l’anno prossimo next month / next year 
fra un anno ina year 

quando when 

appena as soon as 


The future of probability (futuro di probabilità) is used when speaking ofan 
action that is possible or probable but not verified. It is used when making a guess 
or conjecture. This corresponds to the use of must in English. 


Dove sono le tue chiavi? Where are your keys? 
Saranno vicino alla porta. They must be near the door. 







Change the following regular verbs from the presente into the futuro. 


1. parla 





2. prendono 
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DROPS THE THIRD-TO-LAST LETTER OF DROPS THE THIRD- AND FOURTH-TO-LAST LETTER 





THE INFINITIVE OF THE INFINITIVE AND DOUBLES THE R 
avere — avr- rimanere + rimarr- 

andare — andr- tenere — terr- 

cadere + cadr- venire — verr- 

dovere + dovr- volere — vorr- 


potere — potr- 
vedere + vedr- 
vivere — vivr- 

sapere — sapr- 





Essere, dare, fare, and stare are another set of verbs that share a distinctive pattern. Dare, 
fare, and stare do not change the infinitive ending -a to an -e. 


essere — sa + suffix 


sarei saremmo 
saresti sareste 
sarebbe sarebbero 


dare — darei, etc. 
fare — farei, etc. 
stare — starei, etc. 


Idiomatic expressions in the conditional 


Come sarebbe a dire? 
What do you mean? What are you talking about? 


Ti andrebbe di andare al cinema? 
How would you feel about going to the movies? 


Faresti meglio a studiare un po’ di più. 
You would be better off studying a little more. 


ESERCIZIO 


8-1 







Change the following sentences from the presente to the condizionale. 


1. Voglio un bicchiere di acqua minerale per favore. 





2. Va a studiare. 





3. Andiamo in Francia. 





4. È facile. 
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5. Vogliamo andare in vacanza. 





6. Sono contenti. (third person plural) 





7. Partite subito? 





8. Vai in Canada? 





9. Non faccio niente. 





10. Quando torni? 





The perfect conditional (il condizionale passato) 


The perfect conditional (condizionale passato) is used for actions that would, could, or should 
have occurred in the past. It combines the auxiliary avere or essere in the condizionale + the 
participle of the verb. 


Avrei telefonato ma non avevo il tuo numero. 
I would have called (you) but I didn't have your number. 


Avrebbero comprato una casa più spaziosa. 
They would have bought a more spacious home. 


Sarei arrivata prima ma ho perso il treno. 
I would have arrived earlier but I missed the train. 


To express should have + past or could have + past use the condizionale passato of dovere 
(should) and potere (could). The auxiliary of the main verb should be used to form compound 
tenses, although this distinction is not always made in common informal speech. 


Avrei dovuto telefonare. I should have phoned. 
Sarei dovuto/a andare. I should have gone. 
Avrei potuto vincere. I could have won. 


Sarei potuto/a arrivare prima. I could have arrived earlier. 


554 PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Complete Italian All-in-One 


1 


oO 0 N SG Uo A WU N 


ESERCIZIO 


8-2 


. Ti avrei salutato 


8-3 


andare dovere 


essere avere 


1. 


oN DA UH KR WN 


Stefania 


. Cameriere, 


. Giovanni 


lo 


. | miei amici 
. Senti, Marco, 
. Scusi, 


. Tu e Valentina 






For each phrase in column 1, choose the letter of the most logical conclusion from column 2. 


. Sarei andato al cinema a. ma non ti ho riconosciuto. 

. Avremmo mangiato una pizza b. ma non avevamo il cellulare. 
. Avrei comprato una BMW c. ma non avevo il tuo numero. 
. Ti saresti divertita alla festa d. ma era troppo distratto. 

. Sarebbero stati felici insieme e. ma lui era troppo geloso. 

. Avrebbe potuto vincere f. ma il film era già cominciato. 
. Ti avrei telefonato g. ma la pizzeria era già chiusa. 
. Avremmo voluto avvertirti h. ma costava troppo. 


i. ma sei arrivata troppo tardi. 









Choose the appropriate verb from the following list and change it to the condizionale 
passato to complete each sentence. There are two extra verbs. 


fare vendere cambiare 
volere rimanere studiare 
economia ma non è molto brava in matematica. 
un caffè macchiato, per favore. 
colazione al bar dietro casa, ma oggi è chiuso. 
al mercato, ma ormai è troppo tardi. 
casa, ma si trovano bene in quel quartiere. 
studiare di più se vuoi superare il corso. 


da cambiare 100 euro? 


liberi sabato sera per una cena da noi? 
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ESERCIZIO 







8-4 
Make the following sentences more polite by using the condizionale without changing the 
register (formal/informal). 


1. Mi dai una mano? 





2. Mi fa lo sconto, signora? 





3. Dottore, mi dà un appuntamento per domani? 





4. Signori, possono tornare domani? 





5. Marco, puoi chiamarmi domani? 





6. Vieni con me in Italia? 





7. Professore, è possibile rimandare l'esame fino a domani? 





8. Può ripetere la domanda, per favore? 
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The subjunctive 





The subjunctive construction is not used much any more in English, but in Italian 
it is used frequently in academic, political, or formal situations. There are certain 
phrases and words that trigger the use ofthe subjunctive and can easily be avoided 
by speakers who do not wish to use it until they are ready. 


The subjunctive (il congiuntivo) 
with subordinate clauses 


The subjunctive (congiuntivo) is used in subordinate clauses that express emo- 
tion, judgment, necessity, opinion, possibility, wishes, doubt, or an action that has 
not occurred. The independent clause is identifiable as a clause that can stand on 
its own. Here are some verbs and expressions that trigger, or make necessary, the 
use of the congiuntivo. 


INDEPENDENT CLAUSE SUBORDINATE CLAUSE 





Penso che Roberto suoni in un'orchestra. 

I think that Roberto plays in an orchestra. 

Spero che gli amici non facciano tardi. 

I hope that my friends are not late. 

Sembra che il tempo migliori. 

It seems that the weather is improving. 

Dubito che Gina arrivi puntuale. 

I doubt that Gina will be arriving on time. 
Credo che gli studenti debbano prima dare un esame. 
I believe that the students must first take an exam. 
Temo che Gianni perda il lavoro. 

I fear that Gianni will lose his job. 

Ho paura che il regalo non gli piaccia. 

I am afraid that she doesn't like the gift. 





All the verbs in the independent clause indicate uncertainty, emotion, opin- 
ion, or doubt. The subordinate clause is always introduced by che, with the verb 
that follows in the congiuntivo. 
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The following expressions also trigger the subjunctive: 


sebbene although 

purché as long as 

a condizione che provided that 

a meno che non unless 

senza che without 

è possibile che it is possible that 
è probabile che it is probable that 
senza che without + verb 
prima che before + verb 


Important: If the main clause uses a verb that expresses certainty, then the indicative is 
used. Here are some verbs that use the indicative rather than the congiuntivo. 


So che il treno parte alle 3.00. I know the train is departing at 3:00. 

È certo che arriva domani. It is certain that he is arriving tomorrow. 
Ricordo che ha una casa molto bella. I remember that he has a beautiful home. 
È vero che torna stasera? Is it true that he’s returning tonight? 
Dicono tutti che beve troppo. Everyone says he drinks too much. 


The four subjunctive tenses are present (presente), past (passato), imperfect (imperfetto), 
and past perfect (trapassato). 

The present subjunctive is used after a main clause in the present tense if the action of both 
clauses occurs at the same time. 


Penso che Luca canti molto bene. I think Luca sings very well. 


The first, second, and third person of the present subjunctive are identical, ending in -i for 
-are verbs and in -a for -ere and -ire verbs. As a result of the three identical forms, the subject 
pronoun can be added for clarity if the subject is not already in the sentence. 


Penso che lui canti molto bene. I think he sings very well. 


As you can see, the stems used in the present subjunctive are the same as those used in the 
present indicative. 


-ARE -ERE -IRE 

parli spenda dorma 
parli spenda dorma 
parli spenda dorma 
parliamo spendiamo dormiamo 
parliate spendiate dormiate 
parlino spendano dormano 










Indicate the correct form of the present subjunctive in each sentence, and then translate the 
sentences into English. 


1. Credo che Mara (parli / parla) il francese. 
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2. Penso che Letizia (insegni / insegno) l'inglese. 





3. Dubito che Eleonora mi (chiede / chieda) scusa. 





4. Non è possibile che tu (dici / dica) sempre le bugie (lies)! 





5. Sebbene Maria (guadagni / guadagna) molto, è sempre senza soldi. 





6. Credo che quel ragazzo si (chiama / chiami) Andrea. 





7. Penso che Gaia e Jim (vedono / vedano) molti film francesi. 





8. Voglio parlarti prima che tu (decidi / decida) di lasciare il lavoro. 





9. Sembra che Sandro (parla / parli) spesso di te. 





10. Non voglio che (pagate / paghiate) sempre voi! 








Present subjunctive of irregular verbs 


The three irregular verbs essere, dare, and stare have similar forms in the present subjunctive, so 
they are more easily learned together. As with the regular present subjunctive verbs, the first, 
second, and third person singular are the same. 





ESSERE DARE STARE 
sia dia stia 
siamo diamo stiamo 
siate diate stiate 
siano diano stiano 





Avere and andare are also irregular in the present subjunctive and, as all verbs in this tense, 
the first three persons are the same. Notice how the subjunctive of andare and capire use the 
same stems as the present indicative. This similarity with the present indicative also applies to 
-isc verbs, which omit it in the first and second person plural. 


V-9 The subjunctive 


559 


AVERE ANDARE CAPIRE 








abbia vada capisca 
abbiamo andiamo capiamo 
abbiate andiate capiate 
abbiano vadano capiscano 





Complete the chart with the missing forms of the present subjunctive. 


ESSERE AVERE PARLARE PRENDERE FINIRE 


sia finisca 





abbiamo 











parliate 


prendano 








The past subjunctive 


Ifthe action of the subordinate clause has taken place before the action of the independent clause, 
the past subjunctive will be used. In both sentences below, the subordinate clause describes an 
event that has already occurred. 


Penso che Lucia sia andata a Roma. (Remember the agreement!) 
I think Lucia has gone to Rome. 


Penso che Paolo abbia fatto l'esame. 
I think Paolo took the exam. 


Similar to other compound tenses, the past subjunctive combines the present subjunctive of 
avere (if transitive) or of essere (if intransitive), followed by the past participle of the verb. As 
always, with essere, the participle agrees with the subject in gender and number. 

The imperfect subjunctive (congiuntivo imperfetto) is used when the main clause is not in 
the present but in the past, imperfect, or conditional tenses. Look at the regular forms below and 
notice how all the suffixes after the -a, -e, or -i ofthe stem are the same for the three conjugations 
(-ssi, -sse, -ssimo, -ste, -ssero). The stress of the congiuntivo imperfetto always falls on the -a, 
-e, or -i before the suffix. 





-ARE -ERE -IRE 

parlassi spendessi dormissi 
parlassi spendessi dormissi 
parlasse spendesse dormisse 
parlassimo spendessimo dormissimo 
parlaste spendeste dormiste 


parlassero spendessero dormissero 





The auxiliaries avere and essere 


Avere is regular and essere is irregular in the imperfect subjunctive. Notice how the irregular 
stem fo- is combined with the congiuntivo imperfetto endings -ssi, -sse, -ssimo, -ste, -ssero. 
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Verbs such as bere, dire, and fare (with only one c) use the same stem as in the present 
indicative. 


ESSERE 





fossi fossimo 
fossi foste 
fosse fossero 





The past perfect (or pluperfect) subjunctive 
(il congiuntivo trapassato) 


This is formed with the congiuntivo imperfetto of the auxiliary verbs essere (if intransitive) or 
avere (if transitive) and the past participle of the verb. It is used in subordinate clauses following 
the independent clause in the imperfect indicative (l’imperfetto), conditional (il condizionale), 
or any past tense. Since the first and second person singular forms are identical, there are only 
five forms to learn. 


(io, tu) avessi parlato avessi veduto avessi capito 
(lui/lei, Lei) avesse parlato avesse veduto avesse capito 
(noi) avessimo parlato avessimo veduto avessimo capito 
(voi) aveste parlato aveste veduto aveste capito 
(loro) avessero parlato avessero veduto avessero capito 


As always, the intransitive verbs andare, essere, venire, tornare, etc., use the auxiliary 
essere and the participle ending agrees with subject in gender and number. 


(io, tu) fossi andato/a 
(lui/lei, Lei) fosse andato/a 
(noi) fossimo andati/e 
(voi) foste andati/e 
(loro) fossero andati/e 


When the main clause is in the conditional or any past tense, the following subordinate 
clause must be either in the imperfetto or congiuntivo trapassato. The chart that follows will 
clarify the relationship between the two clauses. 





MAIN CLAUSE SUBORDINATE CLAUSE TENSE 

same time present subjunctive 
present, future, imperative 

already occurred past subjunctive 

same time imperfect subjunctive 
past tense, imperfect, conditional 

already occurred past perfect subjunctive 





In English, the subjunctive is often used with the verb to wish, and the time relationship 
(whether or not the action of the subordinate clause is simultaneous or has already occurred) is 
also expressed. The following chart illustrates the time relationship between the two clauses. The 
base sentences in English are: 


INDEPENDENT CLAUSE SUBORDINATE CLAUSE 





I wish that Roberto were in Rome. 
I wish that Roberto had been in Rome. 
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I wished that Roberto were in Rome. 
I wished that Roberto had been in Rome. 





Now let us look at the Italian version of a similar sentence: 


INDEPENDENT CLAUSE SUBORDINATE CLAUSE TENSE 





che Roberto sia a Roma. C. presente (present subjunctive) 
Penso 
che Roberto sia stato a Roma. C. passato (past subjunctive) 





che Roberto fosse a Roma. C. imperfetto (imperfect subjunctive) 
Pensavo 
che Roberto fosse stato C. trapassato (past perfect 
a Roma. subjunctive) 
Nota bene 


Remember that if the action in the two clauses is simultaneous, the subordinate clause will 
not include the past participle. When expressing a prior action, the subordinate clause will 
include the past participle. There are often other clue words in the sentence that will indicate 
whether the action has already occurred (gia already), time references such as la settimana, 
il mese, l’anno scorso, stamattina, ieri (last week, last month, last year, this morning, 
yesterday), or that the action has yet to occur (domani, la settimana, il mese, l’anno 
prossimo tomorrow, next week, next month, next year). 

Also, remember that if the main clause expresses certainty (I know, I was told, Iam 
sure, etc.), the subjunctive mood is not to be used. 





Complete the sentences with the appropriate verbs. Some sentences state a fact and will use 
the indicative. 





























1. Pensavo che Riccardo Muti (venire) a Chicago l’anno scorso. 
2. Mi hanno detto che (tu) (partire) presto stamattina. 
3. Tutti sanno che (vincere) la Roma. 
4. Speravo che (vincere) i Cubs (plurale). 
5. Sai che Nina (partire) domani? 
6. Vorrei che mi (loro) (dire) tutto. 
7. Pensi che loro (andare) in l’Italia l'anno scorso? 
8. Pensavo che l'università (essere) più difficile. 
9. Ho paura che domani (piovere). 
10. Non immaginavo che tu (avere) paura di volare. 
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The imperative 


The imperative (imperativo) is most commonly used to make a suggestion or to 
give advice and to issue a warning or a command. An imperative sentence is often 
written with an exclamation point and may consist of only one word. It is com- 
mon to add per favore, per piacere, or per cortesia, all of which mean please, to 
make the command more courteous. 

The following chart illustrates the imperative forms. Notice that the impera- 
tive is never use in the first-person singular. 


(tu) Guarda! Prendi! Senti! 
(Lei, formal) Guardi! Prenda! Senta! 
(noi) Guardiamo! Prendiamo! Sentiamo! 
(voi) Guardate! Prendete! Sentite! 
(loro)* Guardino! Prendano! Sentano! 





*The use of the third-person plural formal is rare in current Italian. The voi form is 
preferred. 


When using the imperativo with a direct- or indirect-object pronoun, it 
attaches to the end of the verb in all cases except for the formal, where it precedes 
the verb. 


Prendi i libri! — Prendili! 
Take the books! — Take them! 


but 
Signorina, prenda i libri! — Li prenda! 


The negative imperative (imperativo negativo) in the tu form is very simple. 
Non precedes the infinitive form of the verb. 


Non fumare! Don't smoke! 


In all other persons, the negative is expressed by placing non before the con- 
jugated verb. 


Non partiamo domani, partiamo Let’ not leave tomorrow, 


oggi! let's leave today! 
Vi prego, non lasciate la cucina I'm begging you, don't leave 
in disordine! the kitchen in a mess! 
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Nota bene 
Common idioms that use the imperative: 


IDIOMATIC PHRASE 








Non mi seccare! Don't bother me! 
Non ci provare! Don't you dare! 





A friend is having a dinner party and needs your advice. Use the imperativo to make 
suggestions, with direct-object pronouns whenever necessary. 


1. Posso invitare il tuo ex? Per favore, non ! 





. Che cosa preparo da mangiare? gli spaghetti alla carbonara! 





. Chi posso invitare? Marco ed Elena! 





. Che cosa mi metto? il tuo vestito nero! 





. Cosa dico al mio compagno di stanza? di venire anche lui! 





. Quando faccio i compiti? domani mattina! 





. Faccio anche una torta alla cioccolata? Sì, ! 





Oo N ODO Ul A UU N 





. Beviamo lo champagne? Sì, ! 










Change the following verbs from the informal to the formal imperativo. 


. Prendi il telefono! 


_ 





. Compra il latte! 





. Non tornare tardi! 





. Salutate i nostri amici! 





. Non ti preoccupare! 





. Fa' pure! 





. Entra! 








. Torna presto a trovarmi! 


. Accomodati! 





O o0 Oo N OA UV A WN 


. Calmati! 


— 
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Using the informal imperativo, make these suggestions to a friend. 


= 


. Let's have a party! 





. Don't eat all the pizza! 





. Come back! 





. Let study together! 





. Call your mother! 





. Close the door! 








. Open the window! 


. Be careful! 





. Don't be late! 





O Oo ON OA Ul A WU N 


— 


. Write soon! 





ESERCIZIO 





Suggest to your Italian professor the following, using the formal imperativo. 


1. Please speak more slowly. 





2. Please repeat the question. 





3. Please give me two more days. 





4. Please be patient! (avere pazienza) 





5. Please don't get angry with the students. 





6. Please speaka little louder. 





7. Please open the window. 
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